
1 

R E V I E W  

by ASSOC. PROF. SVETLANA DIMITROVA-GYUZELEVA, PHD  

 

Ref: Selection procedure for the academic position of ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR  

in the area of higher education: 1. Educational Studies, professional field 1.3. The 

Pedagogy of Education in … (subject area: English Language Teaching 

Methodology) at the English Philology Department, Faculty of Humanitarian Studies, 

Konstantin Preslavsky University, Shumen.  

(The procedure was announced in the State Gazette, issue 70 / 07.08.2020) 

Candidate: Senior Lecturer MIROSLAVA NIKOLAEVA TSVETKOVA, PhD 

Senior lecturer Miroslava Tsvetkova is the only candidate for the announced academic 

position and she has submitted all the required supporting documents by the application 

deadline.  

 
1. Candidate Data 

Miroslava Tsvetkova has been a full-time lecturer at the English Philology Department, 

Faculty of Humanitarian Studies, Konstantin Preslavsky University, Shumen since 1999. In 

2010 she successfully defended her PhD thesis on the specifics of young learners' grammar 

acquisition, zooming in on the English present progressive construction [„Аспекти на 

усвояването на сегашно продължително време в английския език (I-IV клас)”] and was 

conferred a PhD degree; аnd just a year before that she was promoted to the academic 

position of Senior Lecturer at the same department. Dr. Miroslava Tsvetkova teaches a 

variety of theoretical and practical courses on the Bachelor’s and the Master’s degree 

programmes at the Faculties of Pedagogy and Humanitarian Studies, e.g. A practical course 

in English, Linguistic aspects of young learners' acquisition of English and The specifics of 

English fairy tales for the students on the Primary School Education and Foreign Language 

Programme. Since 2019 she has taken over the lectures in Introduction to second language 

acquisition, a course on the newly launched MA programme "The Pedagogy of Foreign 

Language Education".  

Dr. Miroslava Tsvetkova has participated in the EU Erasmus+ mobility programme for 

academic teaching staff and has delivered lectures at the Eotvos Lorand Tudomanyegyetem 

University in Budapest, Hungary (2017) and at the University of Cordoba, Spain (2019). She 

has completed a number of professional development courses as an English language teacher 

and teacher educator, the most significant (in the years after obtaining her PhD degree) being 

the 2012 MA course at the University of Reading, UK on the application of modern ICT in 

foreign language education, led by Jeremy Harmer ("Old World? New World? Our World!").   

In addition to her regular teaching load, Dr. Miroslava Tsvetkova teaches on the teacher 

qualification and re-training programmes run by Konstantin Preslavsky University and 

supervises English Philology students' dissertations, takes part in the organisation of English 

language university entry exams and the exams for PhD students. She also has participated in 

a large number of national and international projects, but only one of the 17 reported in her 

professional CV is international and it dates back to the time before she started work at the 
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University of Shumen (1997-1998, Branching out: a cultural studies syllabus, a British 

Council partner project for trainee-teachers of English); the rest of the quoted projects are 

small-scale and internal for Konstantin Preslavsky University and only one of them, related to 

supporting students' internships and improving their employability prospects, is a national 

project of the Ministry of Education and Science with EU funding. In terms of topics, 

however, the projects to which Dr. Miroslava Tsvetkova has contributed over the years 

provide evidence of her professional community commitment and the kaleidoscopic nature of 

her academic research interests, which go beyond the field of language teaching and learning. 

At present she is also a member of the Board of Editors of one of the university scientific 

journal „Епископ-Константинови четения”. 

Between 2004-2007 Dr. Miroslava Tsvetkova was the faculty academic coordinator of the 

Erasmus bilateral agreements for the exchange of lecturers and students between Konstantin 

Preslavsky University, Shumen and different universities in Europe. She also regularly 

contributes to the activities related to the national evaluation and accreditation of the 

programmes at her faculty, and since 2018 has been in charge of the academic quality 

assurance committee at the English Philology Department of the Faculty of Humanitarian 

Studies. 

 

2. Evaluation of the candidate’s scholarly publications 

First of all, it is important to note that none of the publications submitted by Dr. Miroslava 

Tsvetkova for the purposes of her application for the academic position of Associate 

Professor has been used for obtaining her PhD degree, and that no instances of plagiarism 

have been detected in the process their reviewal. 

For the purposes of the present selection procedure for the academic position of Associate 

Professor in the professional field 1.3. The Pedagogy of Education in … (subject area: 

English Language Teaching Methodology), Dr. Miroslava Tsvetkova has submitted one 

monograph published in English [Taxonomy of the English Constructions with ‘Be’ 

(Bulgarian Learners’ Acquisition, Use and Errors). Shumen: Konstantin Preslavsky 

University Press, 2020; ISBN 978-619-201-404-9], which I am going to discuss in more 

detail later on; one study, based on her PhD dissertation [Конструкцията на сегашно 

продължително време в английския език като част от когнитивнaтa таксономия на 

предхождащите я конструкции, Годишник на ШУ „Епископ Константин Преславски”, 

Факултет по хуманитарни науки, том ХХІІІ А, 2012: 256-281; ISSN 1311-7300]; and 

twenty-two articles and conference papers, published in Bulgaria (18 in total) and abroad 

(4 in total, all published in "KNOWLEDGE – International Journal") in peer-reviewed 

journals with high impact factor or edited volumes
1
. Dr. Miroslava Tsvetkova's tendency to 

write and publish her academic research studies in English (only 2 of the above mentioned 

articles and conference papers are in Bulgarian; her monograph is also written in English) is 

praiseworthy and doubtlessly contributes to the dissemination of her ideas and research 

findings at international academic forums, but it is my belief that the information shared by 

her in these publications would be interesting and useful for the wider circle of colleagues – 

                                                 
1
 Only one of the articles is co-authored by a colleague of hers, Radka Spassova, but she has given Dr. Miroslava 

Tsvetkova written consent to use it for the purposes of the present selection procedure. 
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language teachers and educators of teachers of other foreign languages in Bulgaria, so I 

would heartily encourage her to publish more of her studies in Bulgarian.  

In addition to her scholarly publications, Dr. Miroslava Tsvetkova has produced a 

textbook to support one of the theoretical academic courses she teaches [Focus on Second 

Language Acquisition. Shumen: Konstantin Preslavsky University Press, 2018; ISBN 978-

619-201-215-1], as well as has contributed to several co-authored volumes with additional 

materials for the English language entry exams and translation seminars for students at the 

English Philology Department. 

According to the citation report analysis submitted by Dr. Miroslava Tsvetkova, there is a 

total of 10 references to her publications and research findings, some of which are made by 

foreign scholars and/or in foreign journals (e.g. her article "The Cognitive Approach as a 

Challenge in Foreign Language Teaching" was referred to by Жантлеcсова, Жанар 

Уразыловна, Когнитивный подход в обучении иностранному языку (по материалам 

зарубежных исследований). Журнал „Вестник науки и образования”, 5 (83), частъ 1. 

2020, 74-78 and also by Максакова, Светлана Петровна, О когнитивной деятельности 

курсантов военных вузов в иноязычном учебном процессе. Международный научный 

журнал, выпуск №3, Издательство „Мегаполис”, Москва, 2019, 102-109; or her article 

"Can Cognitive-functional Approach Foster Young Learners’ Foreign Language 

Acquisition?" was referred to by Birova, Ilka. Game as a Main Strategy in Language 

Education. American Journal of Educational Research, 2013, Vol. 1, No. 1, 7-11). This fact is 

indicative of the significance and scientific value of the candidate’s theoretical and practice-

oriented publications and the resonance of her work in the academic community.  

In the section below, I will provide a more detailed review of Dr. Miroslava Tsvetkova’s 

post-doctoral monographic study, submitted for the purposes of the present selection 

procedure. It is entitled "Taxonomy of the English Constructions with ‘Be’ (Bulgarian 

Learners’ Acquisition, Use and Errors)" and it is written in English, which impresses with its 

style and accuracy, demonstrating an excellent command of academic English. In terms of its 

choice of topic and interdisciplinary research approach (tapping on the fields of linguistics 

and educational studies, psycholinguistics and cognitive science in the analysis and 

interpretation of language structures), it is a logical continuation of her research interests 

professed from the very beginning of her academic career and also evidenced in her PhD 

thesis devoted to the specifics of young learners’ acquisition of the English present 

progressive construction. The case study reported in Dr. Miroslava Tsvetkova’s post-doctoral 

thesis is an attempt at improving the practice of foreign language learning on the whole and in  

particular the development of learners’ grammar competence with a focus on the English 

constructions with ‘be’, and it is based, on one hand, on a comprehensive theoretical review 

of the linguistic features of the verb ‘be’ (its functions as a copula and an auxiliary verb) and 

the taxonomy of the grammar structures with ‘be’, and on the other hand, on data-driven error 

analysis of the mistakes Bulgarian learners of English make in the acquisition and use of the 

English constructions with ‘be’ and the implications of the research results for the stages of 

development of their interlanguage. Dr. Miroslava Tsvetkova maintains that knowledge of the 

language is constructed in the process of language use and that new concepts are built on 

what learners already know, thus gradually extending the reach of their grammar competence 

in "developmental sequence" /p. 114/ (i.e. the acquisition process following the hierarchal 
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order implied in the taxonomy – see pp. 40-43). The teacher plays a key role in facilitating the 

process of language acquisition by helping the learners build their mental grammar reference 

framework of ‘schematic constructions’ and their representations in language use – as a unity 

of language form and its communicative use, reflecting the natural taxonomic order of the 

respective constructions in the language system – and thus, by activating the LAD (language 

learning device) provide the necessary scaffolding for the development of the learners’ 

grammar competence (pp. 9-10). This cognitive-functional perspective on language learning 

(verified in the case study of the acquisition of the English constructions with ‘be’ by 

Bulgarian learners) highlights the importance of the "symbiosis between nature and nurture" 

(p.10) and encourages teachers’ explicit use of the linguistic taxonomies as grammatical 

frameworks to support the acquisition of language constructions and lead to successful 

learning (p. 111). My only critical comment of Dr. Miroslava Tsvetkova’s post-doctoral 

thesis relates to the insufficient recognition of the contribution of other Bulgarian scholars to 

the theory and practice of implementing a cognitive-functional approach to language learning 

and teaching (see Grozdanova, Liliana. „В мрежата на езика”. St. Kliment Ohridsky 

University Press, 2005, where the author reveals the benefits of using this approach in 

language teaching and appeals for more attentive consideration of the linguistic properties of 

the grammar structures of the language and more conscious use of various cognitive and 

metacognitive strategies in its acquisition).  

Below I will briefly outline some of the theoretical and practical contributions of the 

remaining publications submitted by Dr. Miroslava Tsvetkova for the purposes of the present 

selection procedure. Like her monographic research thesis, most of her other publications are 

in the field of cognitive linguistics and the methodology of language teaching, with a focus on 

the specifics of English grammar acquisition (e.g. articles under No. 3, 6, 9, 12, 14, 15 & 16 

in the candidate's List of publications, as well as her study); however, some attention is paid 

to the more general relationship between mind and language (e.g. the "creative effect" of  

intentional grammar mistakes in some article titles, newspaper headlines and advertisements, 

or the ‘magic’ in the structure of the palindromes in English and Bulgarian), as well as to the 

non-linguistic nature of linguistic facts (albeit in the belief that the non-linguistic context will 

serve as a bridge to the correct interpretation of linguistic items and phenomena) and the use 

of modern ICT for the purposes of foreign language learning and teaching. Dr. Miroslava 

Tsvetkova’s recommendations for improving the effectiveness of young learners’ foreign 

language acquisition through the implementation of the cognitive-functional approach in the 

primary language classroom are particularly valuable, especially with regard to grammar 

acquisition but not only; the author emphasises the fact that this approach rests on 

understanding of how children learn languages and how their memory can be stimulated to 

effectively support language acquisition, thus preparing them for the more explicit mode of 

learning which is employed in the further stages of their school education.  

 

3. Conclusion 

In conclusion, I am convinced that the academic publications submitted by the candidate 

for the purposes of the current selection procedure testify to her academic knowledge and her 

research skills, as well as to her capacity to transfer and implement theoretical findings into 

the practice of foreign language learning and teaching and the professional training of 
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teachers of foreign languages. The critical comments and recommendations made in my 

review above do not detract from the significance and contributions of her post-doctoral 

dissertation and other scholarly publications. 

The critical analysis of the provided documentation and the supporting evidence 

demonstrate that Dr. Miroslava Tsvetkova’s application for the academic position of 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR meets the minimum national requirements for the acquiring of 

this academic position under Art. 2b, para. 2 and 3 of the Act for the Development of the 

Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria.  

Considering all of the above, I give my support to Miroslava Nikolaeva Tsvetkova’s 

application for the academic position of ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR in the area of higher 

education: 1. Educational Studies, professional field 1.3. The Pedagogy of Education in … 

(subject area: English Language Teaching Methodology) at the English Philology 

Department, Faculty of Humanitarian Studies, Konstantin Preslavsky University, Shumen. 

 

9 Nov. 2020       

      /Assoc. Prof. S. Dimitrova-Gyuzeleva, PhD/ 


